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Proclamation 7727 of October 30, 2003

National Hospice Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Hospice care plays an important role in American medicine by easing
a patient’s suffering while reaffirming individual dignity in a familiar,
comfortable environment. Across our Nation, hospice care providers
are assisting in hospitals, nursing homes, and private residences, offer-
ing physical, emotional, and spiritual support to patients who often
have a short life expectancy.

Hospice teams consist of physicians, nurses, social workers, coun-
selors, and volunteers who are experts in end-of-life issues. They offer
pain management, therapy, nutrition, and other supportive care in the
home or other comfortable surroundings, making it easier for patients,
family members, and friends to spend time together in their loved
one’s final days. Hospice experts also offer grief counseling to friends
and family members after their loss.

Every stage of human life deserves to be treated with respect and care.
I commend all those who work and volunteer as hospice care pro-
viders. Their contributions make our Nation a better place.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November
2003 as National Hospice Month. I encourage Americans to increase
their awareness of hospice service and to observe this month with ap-
propriate activities and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7728 of October 31, 2003

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Recent studies estimate that 4.5 million Americans are affected by Alz-
heimer’s disease, and that more than 13 million will be affected by the
middle of this century. As we seek to increase our understanding of
the causes, symptoms, and effects of this disease, we recognize the vic-
tims and the family members, caregivers, and healthcare professionals
who care for those afflicted with it.

Researchers have not yet discovered the cause of Alzheimer’s disease,
but its effects are well documented. Alzheimer’s disrupts the processes
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that keep nerve cells in the brain healthy, resulting in a decline in cog-
nitive abilities. Those affected by Alzheimer’s disease grow increas-
ingly dependent on others.

Alzheimer’s disease has no known cure or certain treatment, but re-
search will continue to lead us to breakthroughs that will help control
the symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease or eventually cure or even re-
verse its effects. We are supporting Alzheimer’s research and helping
those afflicted with the disease get care. Through the National Institute
on Aging (NIA), we are funding Alzheimer’s Disease Centers across the
country that care for patients, improve diagnostic techniques, and par-
ticipate in long-term research. The NIA also operates the Alzheimer’s
Disease Education and Referral Center, which provides vital informa-
tion to people with Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers. In addi-
tion, scientists at the National Institutes of Health and the Department
of Veterans Affairs are conducting clinical trials of drugs and enhanc-
ing overall care.

During National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, we especially
thank all who care for those affected by this tragic disease. By caring
for patients and continuing vital research, we strive to improve the
quality of life for today’s victims and enhance the health of future gen-
erations.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November
2003 as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe this month with appropriate
programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first
day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand three, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-eighth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7729 of October 31, 2003

National Diabetes Month, 2003

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Almost 17 million Americans have diabetes, a disease that prevents the
body from using its own insulin to break down sugars. It is the sixth
leading cause of death in the United States. During National Diabetes
Month, we recognize advancements in preventing, treating, and detect-
ing this disease, and we renew our commitment to helping Americans
with diabetes live longer, healthier lives.

Diabetes can lead to severe complications, including heart disease,
blindness, kidney failure, and lower-extremity amputations. Up to 1
million Americans have type 1 diabetes, an autoimmune disorder that
destroys insulin-producing cells in the pancreas, while an estimated 16
million Americans have type 2 diabetes, in which the body does not
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